AN

HISTORICAL VIEW

OF THE

ENGLISH BIBLICAL TRANSLATIONS:

THE
EXPEDIENCY OF REVISING BY AUTHORITY
QUR

PRESENT TRANSLATION :

AND THEP s

MEANS OF EXECUTING SUCH A REVISION.

BY‘WILLIAM NEWCOME D. D.

‘BISHOP OF WATERFORD, AND MEMBER OF THE
: ROYAL IRISH ACADEMY.

4\D U B L I N:
PRINTED BY JOHN EXSHAW.

‘*I 792~






P R EF A C L

IT is an enquiry of much importance,
whether the ftate of our Englith bible
demands a revifal under the higheft fan&ion
and authority. The following work, or
rather compilation, is defigned to exhibit a
comprehenfive view of this queftion; that
attention to it may be raifed in fome, and
revived in others; and that every competent
reader may enable himfelf to decide on it

with a wellinformed judgement.



v P R EF A C E.

The Author’s original plan extended no
~ further than to folve every obje&ion which
has been urged againft adopting fuch a
meafure, and to ftate the principal argu-
ments ufuaily alleged in fupport of it.
But his thoughts foon led him to take an
hiftorical furvey of the fubje&t: and as
Lewis’s account of our feéveral Englith
tranflations, though a very ufeful Book to
confult, is too rhinute, and fometimes too
indiftin&, to invite a perufal, he conceived
that it might neither be unpfoﬁtable nor
unpleafing to biblica! fcholars, if he ex-
tracted from that work a general hiftory
of the chief editions, and fup’plied from a
-few other books, and efpecially from fome
of the prefaces to our early bibles, what-
ever feemed intcrefting both with refpect

to
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to our vernacular tranflations of the ferip-
tares, and alfo to the ftate of clerical
literature during the period treated of. But
as the fituation which afforded him leifure
for profecuting his defign precluded him
from accefs to any library, fome quotations
muft have been too implicitly followed, and
many weighty authorities and curious faés

muft have been omitted.

In matters of fa& it is indifpenfable to
quote authorities. He has alfo largely
produced them in matters of opinion ;
» becaufe the writers referred to expreffed his
fentiments much better than he was able
to reprefent them, becaufe he thus points
out fources whence the reader may derive

further information, and becaufe the weight
of
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of eminent names arrefts attention to what

is advanced.

The rules for biblical tranflators, prefixed
to the Author’s vexpoﬁtion of the Minor
Prophets, have been much enlarged in the
concluding chapter: and he hopes that they ‘
are fomewhat improved, if not from his |
own refleGions, yet from ~the later publica-
tions of fuch able critics as Dr. Geddes,
Dr. Campbell, Dr. Symonds, and Mr.
Wakefield. |

The zeal of the good, the great, and the
learned, in advancing the Englifh bible to
its prefent ftate, is highly inftru&ive and
worthy of imitation.. It ilas actually been
imitated in fome countries, during the

prefent
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~ prefent century. Beaufobre and L’Enfant,
who publithed their French tranflation of
the New Teftament in 1718, thus exprefs
themfelves in their ¥ preface. . ¢ Ily a déja
¢ plufieurs années, que fur la repréfentation
¢ que I'on fit au feu Roi de Prufle de glorieufe
“ memoire, que hos Verfions Frangoifes
‘¢ commengcant a n’étre plus ni fi intelligibles,
““ni {i agréables a lire, ciu"elles le furent
“ d’abord, il fembloit que Tedification
« demandit qu’elles fuffent retouchées, ou
“ qu’on en fit une nouvelle ; d’autant plus
“ que dep\uis Jongtems on Iavoit pratiqué
‘““en France avec tant de fuccés, que nos
“ Verfions tomboient infenfiblement dans le

“ mépris de biens des gens. Ce Prince,

* P, coxxiv.

¢ tolijours
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« toljjours attentif au bien public, par repdrt
« 3 la Religion et a I'Etat; nous fit ’honneur
¢« de jetter les yeux fur nous pour entre-
« prendre ce Travail, ‘et de ‘nous I'ordonner

¢ par un Decret.”

We learn a fimilar anecdote from the *
preface to Dr. Kennicott’s Hebrew bible,
publithed in 1780. ¢ Honorificum fane
«“eft quod Rex Suecie Auguftiffimus, .
« primus omnium, illuftre pofuit exemplum ;
«« f2&o mandato, ut inchoaretur Veteris Tefta-
< menti examinatio, et accuratiffima Ver-
« fionis Suecicz recenfio: quo parata eflet
«« eqa Verfio, ut in fe admittat commoda,
¢ quotquot adminiftraverit hac Variarum

<« Le&ionum editio.”

* § 185,
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May the Allwife God, in his fit time,
difpofe the Sovereign of the firft Proteftant
Churches, and of the moft learned countries,
in the world, to complete his acts of piety

by promoting equal attention to t}k Englith
bible. ’

Waterford. September 20,
1792.
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intelligible.

year 1529.

a tittle.

Nehemiah or the firft of E{dras.

tranquillity.

Fulke.

Place a comma after Rochefter.

written.

Place 2 comma after not.

erant.

Add A.D. 1734,

Placea comma after interpretationi-
bus

Anglis.

Lettres.

Place a comma after yet.

than, have, pradice.

{’agit.

whofoever.

fometimes.

appears.

conjun&ion.

often. -

Greck.
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