














xii Jntroduction.

for his * first print’, and reverted to them in his subsequent version
of the Pentateuch.

We have another indication of Tyndale’s attitude in a conversation
with him in 1531 reported by Stephen Vaughan, who three years
later became Governor of the English Merchant Adventurers at
Antwerp. With the authorization of Cromwell, Vaughan urged
Tyndale to return to England and submit himself to the king,
holding out hope of a merciful reception. Tyndale met his over-
tures with the assurance that:

if it wolde stande withe the kinges most gracious pleasure to graunte
only a bare text of the scriptures to be put forth emonge his people, be
it of the translation of what persone soever shall please his magestie,
I shall ymedyatly make faithfull promyse, never to wryte more, ne abide
1j dayes in these parties after the same, but ymedyatly to repayre into
his realme, and there most humbly submytt my selfe at the fete of his
roiall magestie, offerynge my bodye, to suffer what payne or torture, yc
what dethe his grace will, so this be obteyned.

According to Vaughan, tears stood in Tyndale’s eyes when he
made this protestation, and his whole lifc testifies to the complete
sincerity of every word of it; but the ‘ processe, ordre and meaninge’
of his assurance shows that just as he regarded it as a sacrifice that
he should promise never to write more, or that another man’s
translation should be used rather than his own, so he regarded it as
a sacrifice to consent to ‘only a bare text’ of the Scriptures being
put forth instead of one annotated to support the increasingly pro-
testant opinions which he held dear.

Ift.he view here put forward is right, while Tyndale believed that
‘the circulation of an Lnglish translation of the Scriptures even in

only a bare text’ would sufficiently support his views for it to be
wont'h while to give up his annotations and make every personal
sacnﬁc'e in order to obtain it, it scems probable that in 1526,%as in
1531, 1t was only to conciliate those more powerful than himself
that he was willing to omit his notes, Unfortunately the fact that






