Toallthe learned Nobilitie of England,

Hveu Broveuton wilheth allincreale of
knowledge,thac they may efteeme the vadesftanding
of Gods worde, and care for [yncerisie in it, 10 be
the head of wifedome and true Religion
sn CHRIST.

&

3l HerE As many (right Honorable)
il from the high to the low, of all {ortes haue
gl bene defirous greatly and a longtime, to
pA| haue the holy booke of God, which for

3\8} the old Teftamentis in Ebrew, for the new

‘all originally inGreeke,to be tranflated and

beautified with all furniture for playnes and ornaments:
that fuch as ftudie it, fhould in no place be fnared by the
tranflater : but rather in all poinctes might haue atthe firft
layd cleatebefore them all that ftudie can affoord : It may
be thoughta good help to the bringing of their defire to
paffe,by joyning of al effettuallic in executid of the worke:
to fhewe what inthis paynes may bebetter done then yet
we haucin Englande. And as bare thortnes is {ooneft view-
ed : fo matter of large, longe, high & deepe quantitie,fhal-
be brought intofpeach of no greatnes, but natrow, thort,
lowe & (hallowe,that the meaneft may in good partiudge,
whatought tobe cenfured.  Theholy textmuftbe hano- what pein.
red, as found,holy, pure: hede muft be taken that the tranfs &es  fo-
laterneither flow with lyes nor haue oneatall: prophecies ff;f‘":::;:
fpoken in doubtfull termes.for fad prefent occalgoncs,mu& to haue.mo
be cleared by fad ftudy and ftayd fafty of ancient warrant: page °*
termes of equivocation witty in the fpeaker for familiar
and ealy matters, muft be looked vnto, that a tranflater
drawe them not vato foolith & ridiculous fenfes: Conftant
memorye to tranflate the fame ofien repeated in the fame
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o AN EPISTLE T0 THE
fort is moft nedefull. Facility of phrafe ,defended by the
new Teftament,the Septuagint,and writers old indifferent
furall nations,muft be had. And herein, the ftately words
of the new Teftament,in Greeke, taken £rd the Septuagint
may ftand profitable in the margentthrough the old. Alfo
where the later repeat the former holy writers, thercin as it
were commenting vponrthem , that thouldin all clearnes
be cxprefled, and noted. Thefe be poinétes of neceffitic.
Some others of ornament in the end of our fpeach may be
confydered . Thusallarebriefly told once : which by en-
largement will appeare more pleafant. And fpeach of all
fhalbe vfed, by your honorable pacience. Firft 2 Tranflater
r.’care thar of the Bible fhould beware leaft of his owne headin tran-
thekoly B flation or notes,he difanull the text : and blame the watchs
lis Greeke full eye of Gods providence, for not preferuing the write
sear brenot aright. That faultis exceeding great,foraman to take vpon
him to bee wifer then God : and to take hiskingly care tar-
dy , in tructhof wordes. Allmen willgrauntthatthereis
notan idle plant fiflie,worme,foule, or beaft in nature, nor
yet ftarre in the {kye : butall knowen and looked vnro by
Gods care. Now wheras all that would be happy are com-
maunded to thinke day and night on Gods Lawe by the
fpiritof endles wifedome : aslearningthe Eternall better
thence then from the creatié : we might hauebin fure that
fha i, the father of light, would neuer require that : but would
ber, s maz- {0 for his partaffoordealawe, voyggof trappeand {nare:
ver of brave to delight the foules that followe him. That matter of ne.
babes hae  ceffitie may better bee conceaued by thinges of ornament,
God would into which God for vs hath condefcended. A man would
inaiod or little haue thought that the moft High fhould makeAlpha-
prckofne- hets for vs in his booke. But wee nowe may fec it done. The
®ial 2s.0- Plal. 25. hath an Alphabet,faving for two letters : and the
‘,;‘L‘::P‘h‘:‘“ & Pfalme isa generall forme of prayer. There the wileft may

ay , whither any wifcdome could fupply the argumcgt,
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NOBILITIE OF ENCLAND. 9
by Ebrewe wordes of fage force. The Pfal.145.is alike, one phlm,1es,
Ictter omitted. The Pfal.34.hath anAlphabet perfeét & one Hun oney
verfe foraglad faying,vpon all ficalways. The Pfal. 37.hath Pia 54.hach
an Alphabet moft exaét, though many verfes feeme to 7% Pl
hide it. The Pfalme 111. conteyneth Godslaude. The 112, anAlphabet
the Godly mans: in moft curious forte, for euery member 7t et
otfpeach. The 119. goeth vppon commendation of the pialau. &
Lawe oflife: with an eightfold Alphabet,and mentioning 1% /8 #he
the worde in (undry names in euery ver{e: what vertuesit paliy,
hath. Which fayings c6ming from him that carieth aboug “ishfolds
all things by his mightie worde,thould affure vs,that it was
fafely kept. Salomonin like battell-ray hath commended Matrones
good Matrones : that they teachinge their children from Jia
the breaftes, fhould giue them the milke of Gods worde.  pro. 31,
And Ieremy acthe kingdomes ruine penneth his Lamé&ta-
tions withawatchfulleye, very much for phrafe : viing tr6
Mafes, Danid, Salomon, Efzy,and all former, termes vitered fecemies di.
of the deftru@ion whichhe fawe, and felr. Buthis Alpha. #irétartof
bet is more wonderfull, to fhewe in mans conﬂﬂ%}on, fate, in o
Gods diftinétion . Sothe firft Cha.hath 2., verfes in the g;i?,'ft Al
az.lettersorder. The Ch,z.to ftitre our care hath thelike ™
with changing place of Pe,and 4in, two going togither,
but the later goingafore : fo the fourth Chap. is moft exact
inthe {ame forte, for Peand A : and all the other in due
order : that by this doubled mazter, {tudie fhould be ftirred
vp. The Chap. 3. hath thrife cuery letter in order: thatby
three witneflesGods looking toc hisletters mightbe feene.,
Thefe being matters of Elegicy more then bare neceflitie, ,, .
thew that no leffe watchfulnes was ouer the wordes of fent- rious in elee
tences. Which thing fhould moue vsto holdethe text vn. sancier
corrupt.Befides a matter of fingular great importance com. The gz,
meth hither to be confidered:the margent readinges of the 13850
old teftament. They are cight hundred fourtie and eight ity
number, Andthe word in the text was notread, but the
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