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4 Submcrfio Pharaonis ¢t tranfitus populi
Unde maris rubri {patio divifa falubri
Quaz mentem mundam facit a vitio natat undam.
" - Fourth window. '
e Carne Decus tcflus quafi vallis ad ima_provellus
Mundat leprofum genus humanum vitiofum ;

Qué lavat ccce Deus qué mundat et hic Helifeus
ER genus humanum Chrifti baptifimate Sanum.

Scventh window. R :

~ - Lex tibi pifcina concordat funt quia quina
Oftia pifcinz, feu partes lex tibi quinz, -
‘Sanus ut zgrotum pifcinz motio lotum
Sic cruce fignatos mundat baptifina renatos,

- Fide viventes fignat animalia gentes;
- Quos mundat facri fubmerfio irina lavacri.

ity RSt ——————
CH AP, XVIL

.. Of. Baptifmal Fonts, S
Z'ONS is a fount, or fpring, and by a vcrfy natural tranfition it is
. frequently put for the ftream, and fouses for ftreams, rills, rivulets,
brooks, running waters. Buildings ercfled near fuch places took their
names from them, as perfons did from the names of the buildings.
Thurltan, archbifhop of York, in the twelfth century, founded a mo-
naftery ncar Rippon in Yorkfhire, and named it fomles, or monaflerium
de fontibus : and in the thirteenth century the abbot of the houfe John
\ de fontibus was bifhop of Ely (1).. It was for a fimilar rcafon that bap-
- tilleries, and baptifmal churches, which were ufually.dedicated to John
the Baptift, werc called St. John ad fontes (2). A Saint John ad fontes

(1) Lavanot Collelanca. Ex libro incerti andloris de epifespis Ebor. Pol. ii, p. 338. A, D,

113¢, non procul a Ripun nobile monafter: quod fontes vocatur fundavit Thurftinus. . .. 7o/,

" il po gse Ex prime libro hift. Guliel, parviy canonici Novoburgenfis censbii.  In loco pafcul

——. ["T'ruftinus archiepifcopus Ebor] collocavit [monachos numero 18 vel 13] ct vocatur locus ille

Fontes. . Plura de ift. Monaft, wide Tom, iives o Fol. ils p. Goz, Vita Joannis px Fonrinus
Epifeop o

{») See page 59, Chap, xii, of Baptiflericss

. was




OF BAPTISMAL FONTS

was a facred edifice, in which there was one baptiftery or more, fup-:
plied by running water. The building was frequently called ad fontes,
or fimply fontes, and fo by degrees the bath itfelf obtained the nam
of a font. . When the baptifm of infants became an eftablithed cultom, .
it was unneceffary for the adminiftrators to go into the water, and “they.
-contrived cifterns which they called fonts, in which they dipped ‘the’
children without going into the water themfelves. In the firft baptifte
ries, both adminiftrators and candidates went down {teps into the ‘bath
In after ages the adminiftrators went up fteps to a platform, on whic
ftood a finall bath which they called a font, into which they planged’
children without going into water themfelves. - In modern praélice, ‘the;
font remains, but a bafon of water fet into the font ferves the purpole
becaufe it is not now fuppofed neceffury either that the adwminiftrato
fhould go into the water, or that the candidate fhould be immerfed. ;
This in England was_cuftom not law, for in the. time of Queen
Elizabeth the governours of the epifcopal church in effeft exprefsly pro
hibited fprinkling by forbidding the ufe of bafons in publick baptifm
« Laft of all [the church-wardens | fhall fee, that in every church there.
be a holy founte, wot a afon, wherein baptifm may be miniftered, and:
it be kept comely and clean (g).” ¢ Item, that the font be not removed,
nor that'the curate do baptize in parifb churches in avy bafons, nor in an
other form than is already prefcribed, &c.(4).” . Sprinkling, therefore;
was not allowed, except, as in the church of Rome, in cales of necef-.
fity at home, where a child born after oné Sunday. or feftival was not-
like o live till the next. - R e
That ]l fonts, fixed and moveable, were intended for the admini-
fration of baptifm by dipping is allowed by antiquaries, and an hiftory .
of a few may ferve to convince any man that their opinion is well
founded. Artificial fonts are comprchended in three clafles, original,
miflionary, and ordinary parochial fonts. S S
About the middle of the fourth century, during the pontificate of
Liberius, Damafus, who was afierwards Pope, confirufted a baptifmal
font in the old vatican church at Rome (5). The fpot bad been a
burial place, and flagnant waters rendered it offenfive, ~Damalfus caufed
the oozing waters to be traced to their fpring, and by laying pipes
under ground, reccived and carried the whole in a ftream into the

(3) A booke of certaine canons, coucerning fome parte of the difiipline of the ckurche of Englund.
In the year nfo:£ Lord 1571, At Londom 15 :/;'obnfl)tyr.fCun privileg, {ft. page 19. :

(4) Aduertifemeyits partely for due order in the publike adminiftrotion of common prayers, and ufing
the boly fucraments : and partely for the af)arel ;f all perfons ecclefiafical, by wertne of the Quetnes
Maigflies Letters, smmannding the élm: the xv day f’ Fannary, in the feauenth yeere of the reigne
of onr Sonercigne Lady Elizabeth, &c. Printed at Loudon by Darwfun, 1584, .

(5) Crasring De Sacr. AEdif. Cap, ive De Vatican Bafilic. Sedty ive De altaribns, eratoriis
st aliity que erant in trasfverf bafilice novi. Taby viiy Nume 334
' church,
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church, where it-fell -intoa farge receptacle of beautiful alabafter mar-
ble, the undulated:veins'iof which produced a pleafing effeét in the
water, as alfo did the rellcflion of the ornamented roof, the pannels and
the altars of -the chapel, ‘for’ the -figures above feemed to live and move
in-the tranfparent fluid ‘below (6).-" Of this font which was truly and
properly an ectlefiallical :bath -or :baptiftery, -the Catholicks tcll two
remarkable ftorics:  Théy fay, Pope Liberius in this font on a holy
Saturday baptized of iboth fexesrand of ‘different ranks cight thoufand
eight hundred -and ten catechumens'(7). They add, that on another
holy Saturday when Pope.Damalus was baptizing here, the crowd was.
1o great that a little. boyt was) pufhed into the' font, and was drowned :
thatt was an-hour before they. could get the: corple ‘out: that Damafus
lifted up his cyes to hcaven,»and prayed God to reflore him to life: that
the boy was refltored o life and perfegt health : and that the reftoration
convinced thesmultitude of the ‘power ‘of God-and the holinefs of his
fervant the pope (8). i OF Huch tales, ‘chiclly docs the pontifical confilk :
but thefe do not affe@ the hiflory of the font itlelf, which is taken from
other, and undoubted monuments (§).  Near the.font Pope Symmachus
erefted a magnificent altar, adorned with various emblems, and dedicated

“.itto John the Baptift. »:It was commonly called the altar of St. John ad

fontes, - When it fell dnto decay two “cardinals «of ‘the family of the
»I.‘j"r-ﬁni repaired and; endowed it'{1). - s . " -

R T AR P

A6) ‘Non longe ah hujus nItaris;I[S. Foennisad foutes]: gradibus, ut num g1 in-medio magavm
ag. patulum labrum laxabat pretiofiffima concha ¢ marmore alabaftzino, qua levi nitore, qua fig-
nis extantibus illulkeis, - In hanc ceco meatu per fitulas ¢ folo undi irrumpebant, quibus cute-
<humeni baptizarentur, A - : o . '

H SR PRUDENTIT periflephans

"

.. Déstra’ Petrum regio tedlis tenetiaureist . Intcrior tumuli pars cft, ubi lapfibus fonoris «

toreceptum, L ¢ o0 Stagnam nivali volvitur profundn,
Cancns oliva, murmurins Aucnto, -Onmicolor vitreas pi€lura fuperne pingit undas,

* Namque fupereilio faxi_liquor ortus, excitavit Maufci relucent, ct virefcit aurafn. ]
.Fontem perennem chrifmatis feratem. ~ * * Cyancus Jatex nmbram trahit imtminentis oflri.
.~ Nunc pretiofa ruit per marmora, lubricatque - Credas moveri fu@ibus lacunar - . *+ .« -

. : N b s

¢ elovum, crooLoob o = Paltor-oves adit, ipfe illic goitli rigore fontis
Donce virenti fluctu et Colymbo-,, .. Videt fitirc quas flucnta Chriflis,

r.i,(g).C!AMI‘INl N T N

{5) :

. . ' B [
el s [ : o

‘Barown. Aunal 384, 7,

(or-Cramr.ut fup DAMASY werficul. fragment'in' crypthy Paticawi, > <0 =0 0 00
Cingebant latices montem tenerogque meatu, Aggeris immenfi dejecit culmina montis,

i'rCorpbra‘multomm’, cineres, atque-ofla rigabant. * Intima follicita forutatus Vifeera terre, !
= Non telit hoe Damafus, communilege fepultos v Siccavit totum quidquid madefecerat humor, -

Poft requiem triftes iterum perfolvere penas.. " Invenit fontem, prabet qui dona falutis.

 Protinus aggreffus magnum fuperare Taborem - Hae curarit Mercariut Levita fidelis. ™ .

(1) Twin. N. go.” Abara 8. 8. trium regnm.longe operafior, et pulchrior moles attollebatur,

o-utpatet ad num, gg Ithnograph, Tab. vy cum vetuilidiino altari, S, Joannis ad fontes vulgo
- oappellato, &, .

) "; Cow ik

K [ R 'A font

e
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A font remarkable in ecclefialticat hilory, is that belonging to the churecl
of Notre Dame, in which Clovis the firlt catholick,-if not -thej.fir!
chriftian king of the Franks, was baptized. . It flood without the church,
and it is mentioned here for the fake of obferving, that two opiniohs . of"
baptifm gencrally received are mere popular errours, exprefsly contia~
ditted by this as well as by other ancient and authentick monumen

It is commonly faid,. by fuch a3 allow immerfion to have been. the'pr
mitive mode of baptifm, that dipping was exchanged for fprinkling:
account of the coldnefs of the climates of fome countries in‘ connettis
with the Roman church. Here are two miftakes, the one that dipping
was exchanged for {prinkling by choice: and the other that coldnefs‘o
climate was the reafon. It is not true that dipping was eXchanged for.
{prinking by choice before the reformation, for till after that. period the.
ordinary baptifin was trine immerfion, and {prinkling was held valid only-
in cafes of neceffity. - In this font Clovis was dipped three“times in’
water at his baptifm (2). Modern French writers obferve with becom-
ing dignity,. that their firlt Chriftian king bad too much fpirit to:fubmit"
to profefs a religion before he had examined whether it were true ;- and
that Vedaft and Remigius firlt infiru@ted him in the doflrine of the holy -
trinity, which he afterward profefled to believe by being thrige',d(?)pcd;’a :

-his buptifm (3). More than three thoufand Iranks were baptized at’ the-
fame {eafon in the fame manner: nor did {prinkling appear i 3
till more than two hundred and fifty..years after the baptifm of;

- and then it was invented, not as a mode of adminiftering baptifin:in:6rdi
nary; but.asa private relief in a cale of neceflity. The other:opiniar
of the coldnels of the climate operating toward the difufe . of immerfio:
is cqually groundlefs. Hincemar, archbilbop of Rheims, led all -the'fir
I'rench hiftorians into ‘the errour of believing that Clovis was’ baptized™
at Eafter: but later hiftorians have correfted this miftake b remarking ..
that Avitus a contemporary writer better informed than Hinemar, 'who! .7
lived in the time of Charlemague three hundred and fifty years afiér the .
cvent, Avitus, who was intimatc with Clovis, and who wrote to com. .
pliment him on his baptifin, cxprefsly declares, he was baptized the night - -

preceding Chriltmas-Day (4). Audofledis, the fifter of Clovis was bap. .. .
tized at the fame time by trine immerfion, -and no change of the mode. - -
of adminiftration was made on account either of her fex, or her rank,

n

(2) Can. Le Coinre Aunales An, 496, . o

(3} Hfl. Literaire De La France, Tom. itie Clowis i f. i, 11 avoit trop d’efprit pour l¢ faire
funs connvitre par lui-meme la verite de la religion catholique, Quelques miracllzes operes au
tombeau de 8, Martin contribuerent: beaucoup a lui ouvrir les yeux; et les inftruétions de S, -
Vialt erde S, Remi acheverent le refte, .
» {4_/) Avurs Bpifiop. Viennenfis Epift. ad CLooovaus, De fufeepta ab eo Chrifii file, atque -

afiifrnd, .

Q or
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or her health, which probably was doubtful, for fic died foon after, or
the feafon of theyear(5). The baptifm of this king was an cvent of fo
much confequence that it made a principal articie in the hiflory of his
hife : it was recorded in an cpitaph on his tomb, and the bapiftery is
there called a font: a tull proof therefore that font at that tme fignified

a {pacious bath (6). ~ This at the church of Notre Dame, 4nd that at
the Vatican were original fonts.  The fonts of miflionaries make a clafs
divifible into three: fonts'of choice; fonts of neeeflity ; and fonts: of
fancy.  So for diltinflion-fake they may at prefent be named. '
In the clole of the feventh century fome Englifh and Irifh monks

- weni over to the Netherlands to eonvert the inhabitants of that country
to catholicifin (7)." “An accident at fea' obliged them to Jand on an iflund
which was called Foftcland, and“which others name Helsolund' or

~ Heiligland. IHere they found the inhabitants were idolaters, and among
. other fuperflitions they held a certain fountain, or pit at a {pring head, in
ErOfound veneration, fo that when they fetched water from it they ob-

< derved a folemn filence.  One of the' miflionaries determined - by "a
. publick aQlion to break the charm and undececive the folemn’ votaries
_of the fountain god.  For this purpofe he baptized three converts in
the font in the name of the trinity, and the experiment fuccecded among
the common people (8). Rathbod, king of the Fricflanders, was offended,
~and ‘perfccuted:them fo thatthey fled. A few years' after they returned
-to ‘the charge, and ‘ore of ‘them "Wulfran, then bithop' 6f Sens,” fuc-
cecded. fo far as-'to’engage Rathbod - himfclf to “agrec " to be baptized.
The day appointed for the ‘ceremony came, and the people with the
priclts procecded with the Foyal convert to the font, . When the fervice
-had ‘been performed fo far ‘that - the king had fet one foot into the
~water, he {topped fhort, and with a flern dignity becoming his rank
“folemnly adjured the bifhop in the name of Almighty God to inform
- hini, whether his departed anceftors the ancient nobility and ‘kings of
“Friefland were in that celeftial region, whichhad been promifed him

S et

7 ‘ - PR i C

{5Y Resucrr Rbemorum Epife. Epiff. ad Croveum, Confolatoria in obita Albofledis foro-
s tjus qua non multopoft fufceptus baptifmum e vita migrarat, ; ‘

) AL Literaire wt fup. . Ve

SN i o, D R .
i wwe ot Mox purgatus aquis, «ct Chrifti forte renatus,, - -0oon
‘ Fragrantem geflit, infufo chrifmate crinem, &c.

Avirr Epiff. w fup. Conferebamus nobifcum, quale effet illud, cum -adunatorum numerns
Capantificam, manos fanéld hmbiﬁonc-fcxjvitii membra regia wadis witalibns confoveret & cum fe Dei
b denvis inflestorer timendum gentibus caprty &ea o s R : :

SO Wantrsront mite agnd MARILLON fn AR, §2°8 Ord. Bewedit, Swe. i, P deiaen
“SoVurerast wvita, apad MasiLon w fup, ‘
(R ALevene aprid Suke Tor vn Mow. 7. Qui locus a paganis tanta veneratione habeba-
U tarut. L CLaeg quifquam gentilium etiam a funte, qui ibi ebullicbat, aquany haurire nifi tacens
- prefumerct. . Vie Dei L. tres homines fa co fonte cum invocatione fancte trinitatis baptizavit,

3 on
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on condition he were baptized, or in that inférnal guif which he :had
been delcribing: as the future abode of the unbaptized ?. . Wulfran re

plied : Excellent prince, be not deceived : God hath a:eertain- numbeg
of hiselett. - Your predeceffors, former princes of ‘the Frifians, dying*
unbaptized are undoubtedly dammed : but henceforth wholoever be- .

lieveth and. is baptized fhall ‘be shappy with Chrift for everin:heaver,
O, if that be the cafe,i exclaimed Rathbod,: withdrawing his foot from
the font, I cannot confent to give up the company of my noble pre-
deceflurs in exchange for that of a few poor people in your celeltial
region; or rather, 1 cannot admit your novel politions, but 1. prefer

the ancient and univerfal opinions of my own nation {9). Having fa-~
faid, be retired, refufing, fays the hiflorian, to be idipped: in: the fony-
of vegeneration: fonie vegencrationis noluit mergt. By choice, therefore, ...
fometimes milfionaries baptized by immerfion_in open waters,-and par- -
ticularly at well or fpring-hcads, where _the god of the ftream ‘was *
honoured by the Pagars, . They thought it was an a@l of heroifm, a0

carrying of the war into the very heart of the enemy’s country,,

By -fonts of neceffizy are meant fuch convenient places to baptize in

as wiflionaries made ufe of when they had not time . or ability to creét

vegular chapels for artificial baths.. The old chroniclers of this country

fay, the firlt miflionaries from Rome baptized the Anglo-Saxons in rivers;

and John.I'ox obferves, that *“ Whereas Auftin baptized then ‘in rivers,
it [olloweth, there was then no ufe of fonts:” but this js .not quile
aceurate, for the monks called thofe parts.of - the rivers, :in - which they
adminiftered baptifm, fonts, ; It is allo remarkable, that Paulinus, chap-
lain of the Queen of Northumberland, when he had prevailed on Edwin
her confort 1o prolels the: religion of the queen, haflily ran up 2 wooden
booth at York, which he called St. Peter’s, church, and in which he
catechized and “baptized the king and many of the nobility. Edwin
alter his converfion began to build of ftone a cathedral on the fpot,
the walls of which were erefted round ghout. the wooden building, that
being left flanding’in the centre, probably for a baptiftery for the ufe
ol perfons of rank, who might not. choofe to expole themfelves un.
drefled before a gazing multitude (1), The fame Paulinus baptized
openly in the river Swale, ¢ for,” fays Bede, * they could not build

{n) 1lwe aundiens Dux incredulus (nam ad fontem procefferat, wt ferunt) a fonte pedem
revaxin, dicens,  &c.....BARON. A 697..719. L Jownay apud Sun. die so. Martis,
dome i, . oo . . ’

(1) Bene Mg Eecles, Lib, i, Cap, xiv, Baptizatus efi antem Eburaci [ Eaduvinns] die
Suntto pafehar, pridic iduum Aprilium, in ecclefia 5. Vetri apoftoli, quam ibidem. ipfe de ligno
cum cathechizaretur, atque ad percipiendum  baptifma imbucretur, citato opere canfirasit. - . .
Curavit, dovente eodem Paulino, majorem ipfo in loco et auguftiorem de lapide fabricare bafili-s

cam in cwivs medio iplum, quod prius fecerat, oratorium includeretur,

,,._‘.Qz edh s .

oratorics
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~ oratorics or baptifteries there in the infancy of the church (2).” Edwin
afterward inclofed feveral {prings by the road fide in the north, and

fet there large bafons of brals to wafh or {o bathc in for the accom-

. modation of travellers, and moft likely by advice of the monks for the

purpole of baptizing{3). Popc Gregory fays, Auflin baptized more
than ten thouland perfons on a Chriftmas-Day (4). Allowing this faint
his ufual privilege of affirming the thing thatis not, in rcgard to the
number olP perfons baptized, it is very eredible he fpoke truth in refpeft
to the day, for he had no intereft to ferve but rather the contrary, for
his intereft in Italy was to fet a glofs on Ealler baptilm: and the baptilm,
of Clovis on the fame day renders his teftimony highly probable, If (o,
this is an additional proof that dipping was not exchanged for {prinkling
on account of coldnefls of climate. It feems, then, Paulinus baptized
in a river becaufe he had no baptifmal chapels: and he baptized king
Edwin and his court in a temporary wooden oratory, becaule he had not
any fuch baptiftery as the wealth and clegance of the Greeks and Ro-
mans had erefled. In the twelfth century Otho bifhop of Bamberg
baptized his converts in Pomerania in bathing tubs let into the ground,
and furrounded with pofts, ropes from poft to poft, and curtains hang-
ing on the ropes (5). - Within the curtains the people undrefled, were
baptized, and afterward drefled again. Many of thefle alfo were ufed
for baptilm in the depth of winter, and the baths and tents were warmed
by ftoves. -« .o E : :

-~ Among fonts of neceffity fuch are to be placed as were allowed to be
~ufed in private houfes in cafes of ncceffity.” In a Ratute of Ldmund
“archhifhop of Canterbury, it is ordered, that if a child fhould be bap-

tized at home by a layman in cale of neceffity, the remaining water

thould be cither caft into a fire, or carricd to the church and poured
into the baptiltery : and the veflel in which the child had been bap-
o tized fhould be either burned, or appropriated to thc ufe of the
‘- church (6). Canoniits expound this ftatute by obferving, that a true

-+ {2} 0. diebus moraretur, quibos diebus a mane ad vefperam nihil aliud ageret [ Pawlivus)
~ quam confluentem eo de cunélis vicolis ac locis plebem Chrifti verbo falutis inftruere, atque:
“inftrwétam in Aomine Glein, qui proximius erat, lavachro remiffionis abluerc. . ..In provincia
' Deirorum. . - .baptizabat in flumine Suala....Nondum enim oratoria, vel baptifteria, in ipfo
cxnrdio nafcentis ibi ceclefie poterant adificari. -~ .
oo (g) Libe iic Cape xi. R ‘
4} Grroor. i Epifi Lib wiic Ep. xxx. Evtocto. Epife. Alexandrive. In {olennitate -
*. gutem dominicee nativitatis, quze hac prima indi€tione tranfadta cft, plufquam decem miilia Angli
ab eodem nunciati funt fratre et coepilcopo [ Augafine] baptizati. _
= {5} D Orronys wita apnd Canisty Leiiom, antig.. s BOLLANDT . A&a Sandlor. mens,
o Tty Tom, i ) Co : ) ) - - i
(6) De Raptifino, i ejus effelu. Si vero puer a laico domi propter neccflitatem fueric
©. baptizatus, aqua illa propter reverentiam baptifmi vel fundatur inignem, vel ad ccclcfiam in
. baptilterium fundenda deferatur, ct vas illnd comburatur, vel ad ufus ceclefie deputctur. ,
o ' and
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and proper baptifm was trine immerfion, by a prieft, with orderly cere- PO
monies, and nothing elfe: that, however, as baptifm was effential to. -
{alvation, the church in her great clemency for infants allowed in cale of
danger of immediate death and confequent damnation, a prielt, or a -
layman, or any body to baptize by pouring, or, even by fprinkling, -
yea, by touching a toe or a finger of the babe with water: that for
thele purpoles a bathing tub was to be prepared and water if poflible -

to dip, or if that could not be to ufe a part for {prinkling, on condition

that the remaining water and the utenfil were dilpofed of as.above: *
and they add that the ufe to which the church applied fuch a velle! was
that of walhing in it furplices and altar cloths, and other ecclefiafticab o
Huen (7). Such a bathing-tub, or wafh-trough is the pelvis of ancient
ritualilts, and it is with great inattention that the word is rendered bafon,

and with greater (ill that an argument for [prinkling is drawn from it

(8). Dr. Johnfon oblerves, that the Saxon word Baz, bat, hath given. -
rife to a great number of words in many languages (g9). A:lfric in his
gloflary tranflates it by the Latin word /inter, and he places it firft in his

lilt of names of fhips and their accompaniments, for bac with the Saxons, -
like linter with the Latins fignified a little boat made of a tree hollowed

or fcooped out like a tray or trough (1). Such were the firlt boats of moft
nations. It was, thercflore, with great propriety that the word bac was

put in afier-times both for a wherry and a trough, for at firlt both were

one and the fame thing. Hence came the Saxon word Ba®, baeth, a
bath, with its compounds and derivatives, as Stanbaeth, a {tone bath,
Baethan to walh, to bathe, and hence, molt likely, came the modern
Englith word sa/on; a word to this day fo vague ‘that it is necefllary to
delcribe a fize by an affix, as hund-bafon, rock-bafon, fea-bafon, and fo.

on. Dr. Johnfon fays, basin is the true fpelling according to etymology,,

not balen: but this is “probable pnly to fuch as derive the word from
French or Italian.,  Elegant modern writers retain the old. Ipclling, and

]
1

(7) Lynpwoon Provinciale, Oxonie 1679, Eib. iii.. tit. xoviv pag.. 242, De baptifing,
et ejus efletto. Vasillud, Se. in quo puer buptizatus eft. Et hwee litera, ut videtur, innuit, quod .
= baptifinus debet fieri in aliquo vafe, fic quod in aquam  mergs polliv buptizandus. . .. Ufus
ecclefie.  Sc. ur inillo laventur veltimenta ceclefize, . vel poflunt talia vafa verd ad ulum pre-
luti ecclefiz in alique minifterio. honeflo. . .. Hinemazr: Rbemenfis capitula.. dn, 852. jii. De
Jontibus oc vafis ad corporalia. et palius ablvendas.,

(8) R. Hoserntant De Orig. Templirum. Lib. ii. Cap, iv. De origive Baptifferii.  Panvi-
nius in appendice ad Platinam affirmat, fed fine omni authore, veteres chrittianos, vafa, quibus.
in baptifino ufi fint ad perfundendos homines aqua, Pelves appellatle,  Pelvim avtem dictam
volunt quidam. a pelluendo, putantque finum effe aquarium, in quo varix res pelluantur., ., .-
Ly~owoon wt fup. Talia lavari debent in Sucrario, videlicet,, in pelvi. ad hoc ordinato, ¢ pw
Jalia, i. e, Corporalia, indumenta facerdotatia, &e. " : -

() Dittienary under the word e, ‘ '

o) Burwict Ghflarvium, pag, 77, Nomina navium et infirumenta earum, SoMNERy Dif.:
Saxonico-Lative-dnglivm : ix verd Bac, . Bat. .Bx%, &c, ‘

5
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OF ‘BAPT}S'M‘AL':I"ONTS.

t feems far more probable, as the word is of Saxon -origin, that'it was

":".‘_jdmivcd from bat-ftone : as bat-Qone, bafe-Ntone: bafon. A bat-flonc

-wus a bafe-tone, or a concave or hollowed flone, the hole in which
ferved as a focket to receive the foot of an upright pillar (2). However
i it were, all fuch veffels were fonts of neceffity, and it is credible, vari-
“ous kinds, -and different fizes were ufed as exigencies required. | :
- By fanzy-fonts are intended fuch as were cre@ed and decorated with
~a varicty of ornaments mercly- to ferve the temporary purpofc of one
baptifm.  Thele are put into the clafs of miflionary-fonts, becaufe they

i o do not imply a flated adminiftrator : and becaufe they were fet up in

places, where baptifm was not ordinarily adminillered.” It'is at royal
or noble chriftenings that thefe make their appearance.  In thefe a bap-

_.tizer was appointed to officiate” for the time, and the cevémony was

performed in royal or domellick chapcls, or-in conventual or collegiate
churches, where no fonts were required becaule no parifh and no cure
of fouls were annexed to them'(g). ‘ oo
Always before the chriftening, and generally before the birth, of a
royal child, a baptifmal font was preparcd. ~ The church was hung-
with rich tapellry, or cloth of gold, called Arras, from the town of that
name in Artois, where it was manufaQured.. The ccilings as well as the
walls of the porch were covered with the fame.  The floor was boarded
and carpeted. ~The altars were hung with rich embroidered cloths, and
fumptuoully furnifhed with images, and church-plate. In a confpicuous
part of the church, an area was railed in, and on the rails was tacked
- with brals nailscloth of fcarlet, . or blue, or fuch colour as the miftrefs
of the ccremonies dircéled, fringed or bordered according to her tallc.
Within the railing there were three open fpaces : onc faced the door of
the church, and by this the company entered the arca: the fecond
faced the high altar at the upper end of the church, for the purpofe of
palling {rom the area to the altar: the third was oppofite what they
called the travers.  Trave is a frame. A baptifmal travers was an high
frame of wood fet on the floor like a fkreen, and hung with curtains
of coloured filks, fatin, damafk, or tapellry, plain, fringed, or cmbrois
dered, and fet off at the top with deep valence, and corniche, like
the teller and head of a bed. The travers was a fort of retiring rooxn
for the ladies, who waited on the royal infant at his baptifm, and it

0

" (2) Arcuaorocia, Vol iic 1773, xxxw.  Governmr Pownall's defeription of the Fpulchral

- monmument at New Grange, near Drogheda, in the county of Meath, Ireland. Plate xxii.  Roche
dafin, Ge. ) L .

(3) LyNpwoob ubi fup. Epsrunnt canon, Baptiftetium habeatur in qualibet ecclfia bep-

tifmalic Sc. five cathedrali five parochiali, tali viz qua haber populum . nam in ecclefia

colicgiata vel conventuali, quz non habet populum, non debet efe baptittetum, . . Item,
eefpectu capellarum, &

was




OF BAPTISMA.L FONTS,

~was furnifhed with chairs, cufhions, pans of lighted well.burnt cliarcoal,
balons, -napkins, water warin and cold,- perfumes, and {o on, ‘ ready
- for the chaunginge of the childe out of the clothes, and makinge it ready
unto chriftendome :” and * afterward, to wafbe the childe if neade be,
and to make him ready,” cleanfe him in cafe of accidents, and drefs
him after his baptifin. = The cafe referred to often. happened, and the
manuals of the monks provided for it. - ... U

~Infans in fontem fi ftercorat ejice fontem:
Si dimittit in hung urinam : quzftio non eft (4).

From this accident, fome acquired a nick-name, which went with

“them through life, as Cyprian, Copronymus and others. In the centre
of the area a bigh platform ‘was raifed with fteps carpeted all over. On
a pedeltal in the middle ftood the font, by the fide of which lay a
broad flep covered with fcarlet cloth for the adminiftrator to ftand on.
“"Sometimes an old font of flone was fet, at other times a new one was
made, but’ generally a “filver font kept at Canterbury for the purpofe
was fetéhed and ufed on this occafion. Whatever it were, it was hung
round withoutfide, with cloth of gold, 'and covered withinfide and at
-bottom with raynes, that is foft linen “gathercd- and puckered in many
folds, and intended, no doubt, to prevent any accidental bruifing of the
tender babe. . Over the font was a large and rich canopy of damafk,
fatin, farcenet, or raynes, bordered and valanced with fringe or cloth of
goil,  The whole was magnificent, and the tafte of .the ladies regulated
cvery part, for before 2 queen lay in,  women were madé all manner of
officers for ‘the month, as butlers, panters, and fo'on.”. The ordinances

now recited were chiefly drawn up by Margaret countefs of Richmond

and Derby, who placed all the decorations of the queen’s lying-in-room,
the royal bed, and the cradles, the nurfery, the . church, chapels, and
altars ;" the habits of the princé, the font, ‘the traverfes and the reft with
fplendour and tafte, properly difpofing cloths, filks, velvets, linens, and
trains, adjulting the places and fizes of ornaments ; the colours of white,
brown, blue, fearler, purple, filver, gold, ermine, crimfon, ruflet,
flripes and fhades ; the appendages of filk-lringgs, embroidery, lace, lawn,
++ifgls, pommels, devices and, coats of w{‘o as’ to .cxhibit a fuperb

xpparatus of the magnificence and talte of the times (5).  On fuch theatres -

« courtly prejate in, imperial robes reprefented John . the Baptilt, the

(4) RaymuNos Summula. Fol. ghviti. De Sacr. confirm. . .,Sive an. et boe. ﬁd wcinflifi,
(5) Levanot Collettanca, Vol¥iv. po179. Ordinaunces by Margaret Counteffe of Richmond

and Devdy, as to awbat prepuration is ts be mude againfl the deliveraunce of a Queen, as alfs fir the -

Hrillening of the child of avbich e foall be delivered,  From @ mamufeript in the Harlcian Library.
AP I N : .
. . EIA
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OF BAPTISMAL TFTONTS,

“-patt of Jelus was performed in erimfon lined with crmine by a princely

bube, the filver font fet forth the river Jordan, and the noble miftrefs of

the ceremonies with magick wand fike a goddels created a fecucry, fup-
plied the place of a deity, and covered the beggarly clements of popes and
_councils from contempt. -
At the baptilin of Prince Edward, afterward king Edward VI. in the
chapel of 1ampton-Court, Archbifhop Cranmer flood godfather for the
.i*"prince, as he had done four years before for the Princefs Elizabeth, who
- ~was born at Greenwich, and baptized in the conventual church of the
< YFrancifcan friars (G). Similar pomp was difplayed at both, and the
- whaole ecremonial is inferted in hiftories of the times. A dctail would
‘be tedious : but two or three remarks may not be imvertinent.

The princefls was born in September, the prince in Odober: but

btk were carried to church, and baptized in publick, and both by trine

immeriion, {o that dipping had not thea been exchanged for {prinkling
on account of cold. . ‘

~This was no novelty, as the praflice of one royal family will prove.
Prince Arvitbur, cldelt fon of Henry VII. was born at Winchefter on the

- twenticth of OQober, fourtcen hundred and cighty-fix.  The Sunday

foliowing he was carried in proceflion to the cathedral to be chrillened.
Although the “wether was to coulde and 1o fowle 1o have been at the weff
ende of the chirche " yet an accident happened, which obliged the com-
pany to wait in the church *“iii owres largely and more.”  The Earl of
Oxtord had been appointed one of the three godfathers., His lordfhip
was at Lavenham in Suffolk when the prince was born. A meflenger
was difpatched, and a time fixed for ‘the baptifm. ITis lordfhip fet

“lurward hoping to arrive in time: but as < the foafon was al raviy.” he
ping 1Yy,

could not reach Wincheller fo foon as he expefled, The procefiion,
however, fet forward: news came the carl was near, yet he did not
arrive.  This was no inconvenience to the company, for there were tra-
verfes with fires in them in the church, and into onc the princc was
carricd, while the wobility retired into others, and partook of fpices,

-wines, and refrefhments. At length a courier arrived with inteliigence

that Lord Oxlord was “within” a syle.” The bifhop then began the
fervice; for the Earl of Derby and Lord Maltravers had been ap-
pointed godfathers at the baptiln, and the qucen dowager godmother,

Vol. ii. . 603, Baptizatio regina Elizabethe apud Grewnvich. - Ex Ms, in coll. eorp. Chr. Can-
tehe Mifeelo Goowam, 381, 1P, 6q1. The maner of the chriftening of the child of the Lady
Cleile, avife ta Jobm Erle of Efie Friefeland, called the Margues of Bawden, and fifier to Eryle
tiug of Saveden, avhich chrifening awas don at the Queens Magefiies Palleyes of Weltminfler, awhere
ber Cirave then Ly an Sunday the aoth of Sept. duns 150y, in maner Fellrwing,

(0) Baptizatio Eliz, ut Sup o s ol i poGro, The chriftening of Prince Llivard, the wm-ft
dvarsl funne of King [y VI of that uame. . - driignarian Kepertary, wol. iv,  Proccfion 1o
the chrylening of Prince drthar, fon to Henry V11,

and






