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Ped N E Thing cenfured by the

QRN much Heavenly Treafure to
fuch rottén Veflels, the trufting fo much
cxcellent Wide, to fuch mufty Bottles 5 I
rhean, the Verfion of the Scriptures into the
uftial Languages of the commor People;’
and the promifcuous Liberty indulged
them therein. 'This they charge as an In-
~ novation of a danhgerous Confcquence But
the conftant Current of Antiquity does

| aﬂirm the contrary, which plainly fhews,
- . B that
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- that the Church did neither innovate in this
A& of Her's, nor deviate therein from the
Word of God, or from the Ufage of the beft
and happieft Times of the Churchof Chrift.
The Word of God, no doubt, was com-
mitted unto Writing, that it might be read
‘by. all .that were to be direéted and guided
by it: The Scriptures of the O/d Feflament
were firft written in Hebrew, the Vulgar
Language of the Hews, and read - unto
them publickly in their Synagogues every
Sabbath Day, Afts xiii. 27. and xv. 21.’
The New Teﬁameﬂt was writ i Greek, the
moft known and -ftudied Language of the
Faftern World, for the fame Reafon ; and
written for this End and Purpofe, that Men
might believe that 7¢/us is the Chrift, the
Son of God, and that believing they might
have Life in his Name, ¥obn xx. 31. But"
being that all the Faithful did not under-
ftand thefe Languages, and that the Light
of Holy Scripture might not be likened to
a Candle hid under a Bufhel, it was thought
good by many godly Men in the Primi--
tive Times, to-tranflate the fame into the
Languages of the, Countries in which they
ltved, or of which they had been Natives :
Concerning which Zheodoret (who lived in
the Beginning of the fifth Century) ad
Grec. " Infid. Serm. 3, thus fpeaks; He
Chriftians are enabled to fbews the Power of
Apoftolick aud- Prophetick Doltrines, 'fwéicb
C - bave



“have fid all Countries under Heaven. . For
i ot which was Sformerly attered in Hebrew,
~<is. w0t only tronflared into the Language of
&b Gracians, but alfo of the Romans, the
Andians, Perfians, Armenians, Scythians,
.Sarmatians, Agyptians, and, i a Word, in-
80l the: Janguages that are ufed by any
Natioz:: For the Sacred Writ being the
+JEgundation of the Chriftian Religion, upon
- Sehich they built the whole Syftem of their
Morality and Do@ine, and which the Chri-
ftiaps were-obliged to read both in Publick
~sang Priyate ; the feveral Churches of the
"Wl could notbe long without ficch Tran-
Alations as might be underftood by every
. Not to mention other Places; this was
done . here in. England, by Adelm or Alj~
behn theﬁrﬁBiﬂxop of * Sherborn, who
tsanflated the Pfalter into the Suxon "Fongue,
about ‘the Year 706. -This _4delm, in his
Book de Virginitate, praifes the Nuns fo
whom he writ, that” ftudying the Holy
Seriptures, they had manifefted their In-
duftry and Towardlinefs in the daily read-

ingefthem. . And Bede, 1. 3. c. 5. ad Anno
634. tells us how _didan (a Scotch Bifhop,
who promoted Chriftianity in the Kingdom
of Northumberland, in the Reign of King -
Ofwald, and fixed his See in Foly Ifland)
took. Care that all thofe that travelled with
him, - whether Clergy or Laity, fhould .
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fpend a confiderable Part of their Time in
reading the Holy Scriptures: And the
Saxon Homilies exhort the People with great
Earneftnefs, to the frequent Perufal of'the
Scriptures ;- and inforce the Advice from the
great Benefit of that Exercife. At this
‘T'ime of Day the Bible was not accounted
a dangerous Book ; it was not lock’d up in
- an unknown Tongue, or kept under Re-
ftraint, or granted with Faculties and Dif-
penfations.” In thofe Days there was a
‘Tranflation of the Scriptures extant in the
Vulgar Language, otherwife it had been
impoflible for the Women to have ftudied
them, when the Knowledge of ‘the Latin
‘Tongue was {o rare in thofe Days, that few
of the Clergy underftood it; and this _4de/m
was the firft of our Englifh Nation who
wrote in Latin; having been educated at-
Rome and in France. He wrote a Letter
to Egbert (whom they alfo called Ehfrid,
- Badfrid, and Eckfrid ) Bithop of Landisfern,
<gxtant in Wharton's Auttarium Hiff. Dog-
_hat. Ufférij, p. 3515 in which he exhorts
“him, " that for the common Benefit and Ufe
of all People, the Scriptures might be put
into the Vulgar Language, which Butler in
his Bgok againft the Vulgar Tranflation,
- fays he did. And Archbifhop Ufber, in his
Hiftoria Dogmatica, c. §. tells us; that the
Saxon_Tranflation of the Evangelifts done
by Egbert, without Diftin€tion of Chapters,
- B was





